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Agenda

1. Introduction 2:00-2:10 pm EST
2. Problems and Impact on Children 2:10-2:20 pm EST
3. Identifying the Signs 2:20-2:40 pm EST
4. Effective Strategies 2:40-3:00 pm EST
5. Caregiver Questions 3:00-3:15 pm EST
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What do they all have in common?
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How would you describe reading disability in one word?
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What is a reading 
disability?

© 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



Reading Disability (Dyslexia) 

As of 2018, U.S. federal law (U.S. Public Law 115-391):
‘The term “dyslexia” means an unexpected difficulty in reading for an 
individual who has the intelligence to be a much better reader, most 
commonly caused by a difficulty in the phonological processing (the 
appreciation of the individual sounds of spoken language), which 
affects the ability of an individual to speak, read, and spell.’
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A reading disability is NOT:

● Intellectual or cognitive disability (not 
an IQ problem)

● Unwillingness to learn
● Thinking impairment

Shaywitz & Shaywitz 2020© 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



Reading 
disability

Shaywitz & Shaywitz 2020
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Reading Disability 
IS DYSLEXIA REAL?  Neurobiological in 
origin

Problem in integrating the way the 
word looks (orthography), the way the 
word sounds (phonology) and what the 
word means (semantics) 

Non-impaired readers (left) activate three important language areas on the left side of 
the brain, one anterior (Broca’s area) and two posterior (parietotemporal, above, and 
occipitotemporal, below). These two posterior regions are significantly less activated 
and function inefficiently in dyslexic readers (right). (Sally Shaywitz, Overcoming 
Dyslexia, 2020)© 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



Statistics Canada 

Statistics Canada (2009); Ontario Human Rights Commission© 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



Examples of Reading Disabilities:
● Child spends a lot of time figuring out words making their reading very slow
● Effortful and frustrating when reading aloud
● May have letter reversals or drop sounds in words
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Examples of Reading Disabilities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLb6ehPPc4E
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLb6ehPPc4E


Why is it important?
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Impact on Children

Casey, Levy, Brown, & Brooks-Gunn (1992); Tibi & Duqmaq (2006)© 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



Impact on Children - Personal Experiences

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLWBqz_GrRQ © 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLWBqz_GrRQ&t=81


What are some signs to 
look for?
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Early Identification
● Problems in:

○ Learning the alphabet
○ Sounding out letters 
○ Blending sounds together
○ Recognizing and creating rhyming words

● Frequent reversals of letters and numbers
● Avoidance to read out loud
● Slow and choppy reading
● Guessing words when reading

Hulme, C., & Snowling, M. J. (2016); Balikci, O. S. & Melekoglu, M. A., (2020). © 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



Early Identification

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMa2GSE3Afs © 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMa2GSE3Afs


Mentimeter - What are some signs that you see in 
the video?
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Early Identification
● Unable to recognize a word after seeing it many 

times
● Busy sounding out words but not understanding 

what is being read
● Difficulties when re-telling a story

Balikci, O. S. & Melekoglu, M. A., (2020); Van Reybroeck, M., & De Rom, M., (2020)© 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



Early Identification

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaQfuxODpog © 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaQfuxODpog&t=50


Early Identification and Intervention effective?

● Research supports screening for dyslexia by the end of 
kindergarten or first grade.

● Research evidence for positive impact of early 
screening, identification and early intervention for 
young children at risk for dyslexia.

Ferrer et al., 2015; González et al., 2015; McArthur et al., 2018© 2021 The Reading Bee Academy Ltd. All Rights Reserved.



It takes a team!

Interdisciplinary approach
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How can you help at 
home?
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Effective Strategies (General)
● Take turns and make it fun
● Facilitate letter recognition 
● Finger tracking
● Repeat! Repeat! Repeat!
● Use their toys

● Foster curiosity
● Reflect
● Use analogies
● Decrease mental load
● Generalization
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Building a Better Reader 
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Effective Strategies (Decoding)
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iiHv6tUQ29mugA5nTXJc8SQOOsF7HuET/preview


Effective Strategies (Decoding)
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Effective Strategies (Comprehension)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZu3z4rQzew
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZu3z4rQzew


Caregiver Questions
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Where to reach us?
readingbeeacademy@gmail.com

@readingbeeacademy

@readingbeeacademy

@The_Reading_Bee
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Resources
● https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/docs/support/learn_disabilities/module3.pdf
● https://www.readingrockets.org/article/recognizing-reading-problems 
● https://www.kidsacademy.mobi/storytime/reading-problems/ 
● https://journals.lww.com/jrnldbp/Abstract/1992/08000/Impaired_Emotional_Health_in_Children_with_Mild.3.aspx 
●   https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.116.4470&rep=rep1&type=pdf#page=52 
● https://www.asha.org/public/Who-Are-Speech-Language-Pathologists/
● https://www.readingrockets.org/article/roles-reading-specialist 
● http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/speced.html
● https://cpa.ca/public/whatisapsychologist/
● https://educationtothecore.com/2017/01/15-reading-strategies-primary-learners/
● https://www.ldatschool.ca/teaching-the-brain-to-read-strategies-for-enhancing-reading-decoding-fluency-and-comprehension/ 
● https://www.readingrockets.org/helping/target/phonics#do_parents
● http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/right-read-inquiry-reading-disabilities-backgrounder 
● https://www.ldac-acta.ca/prevalence-of-learning-disabilities/ 
● https://dyslexiaida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/
● https://www.aboutkidshealth.ca/article?contentid=3859&language=english
●   https://www.nichd.nih.gov/health/topics/reading/conditioninfo/disorders 
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